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National 7-day Case Rates

7/22/2021 2

Data updated 7/21/21



Community Transmission by State
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COVID-19 in Maricopa County

Å4 schools in open outbreak status

Data updated 7/21/21
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Variants

ÅVariants happen when viruses mutate (change what they look 
like) so that they survive better

ÅThe more infections that happen, the more quickly mutations 
happen

ÅAs long as a high number of people remain susceptible to 
COVID, we will see more new mutations

ÅBeing vaccinated is the best way to stop the spread and 
evolution of variants



Delta variant

ÅThe most recent variant that is highly contagious

ïTaking over from Alpha (B.1.1.7) variant

ïOver 80% of new infections across U.S. (Was 50% last week)

ÅCan infect people who have been vaccinated or who had 
COVID in the past

ïVaccinated people typically have asymptomatic or mild infection

ÅSymptoms are the same as "typical" COVID-19
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How variants are spreading - timeline
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Vaccine Breakthrough in Maricopa

ÅSince COVID-19 vaccinations began in December 2020:

>98%
of ALLCOVID-19 cases reported (280,346) have 
been in people who are NOT fully vaccinated.



UpdatedCDC Guidance for K-12 Schools
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Guiding principlesspecific to Maricopa County include the following:

ÅThelatest guidanceemphasizesthe importanceof in-personlearningand
focuses on strategies to keep students safely in schools and less on
transitioningbetween different modesof learning(e.g. in-person,hybrid,
virtual instruction).

ÅVaccinationis recognizedas the leadingpublic health preventionstrategy
to preventtransmissionof COVID-19.

ÅTheguidanceacknowledgesthat sinceindividualsunder 12 years-old are
not currently eligible for COVID-19 vaccines,other prevention strategies
arenecessaryto protect all unvaccinatedindividualsin schools.



UpdatedCDC Guidance for K-12 Schools
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Continued:

ÅThemost effectivepreventionstrategiesto protect the unvaccinatedare consistent
andcorrectuseof masksby peoplewho arenot fully vaccinated.

ïIf masksarenot beingworn, then physicaldistancingof at least3 feet andideally
6 feet canpreventtransmission.

ÅAdditional prevention strategies include screening testing, ventilation, handwashing 
and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and getting tested, contact 
tracing in combination with quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection. 

Å In addition to monitoring community transmission using case rates and percent 
positivity, schools should monitor vaccination coverage, screening testing, and 
occurrence of outbreaks to guide decisions on the level of layered prevention 
strategies. 



Close Contacts
Å Close Contact throughProximity and Duration of Exposure: Someone who was within6 

feet of an infected person(laboratory-confirmed or aclinically compatible illness) for a 
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (for example, three individual 
5-minute exposures for a total of 15 minutes).An infected person can spread SARS-CoV-2 
starting from 2 days before they have any symptoms (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days 
before the positive specimen collection date), until they meet criteria fordiscontinuing 
home isolation.

Å Exception:In theKς12 indoor classroomsetting, the close contact 
definition excludesstudentswho were within3 to 6 feet of an infected student(laboratory-
confirmed or aclinically compatible illness) where
ïboth students were engaged inconsistent andcorrectuse ofwell-fitting masks; and
ïother Kς12 school prevention strategies(such as universal and correct mask use, physical 

distancing, increased ventilation) were in place in theKς12 school setting.
ïThis exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adultsin the indoor classroom setting.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/sars-cov-2-transmission.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html#stay6ft
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/mask-fit-and-filtration.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html


Quarantine and Isolation

ÅQuarantineof close contacts
ïExposed but no symptoms
ïAsymptomatic, fully vaccinated close contacts do NOT have to quarantine
ïIf everyone is wearing masks,students between 3 feet-6 feet do NOT need 

to quarantine. Does not apply to adults

ÅIsolationof persons with symptoms of COVID-19
ïStay home when sick
ïCOVID isolation period (minimum 10 days)
ïApplies toanyone with COVID-related symptoms UNLESS they can prove a 

negative COVID-19 PCR or antigen test
ïException ςunchanged symptoms of KNOWN chronic condition
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Quarantine Guidance for Close Contacts

ÅMCDPH continues to follow ADHS school guidance, which 
aligns with CDC school guidance, and requires quarantine of 
exposed close contacts of a COVID-19 case who are 
unvaccinated. In Arizona, quarantine authority is outlined in 
Arizona Administrative Code, Title 9, Chapter 6 (R9-6-361)
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https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_09/9-06.pdf
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Reporting Cases - School Reporting Survey
1.) On the School Webpage 
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άIƻǿ ǘƻ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
/ŀǎŜǎ ϧ 9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜǎέ   

2.) Launch the Survey by 
/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άhƴƭƛƴŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ CƻǊƳέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ  One Survey to Report 

Å Individual Cases
ÅOutbreaks
Å COVID-like-Illness Outbreaks
Å Contacts (Exposed Persons) 



Reminder:Steps to Take if Student or Staff 
is Diagnosed with COVID-19 resource

After submitting your report via the School Reporting Survey -

The point of contact will immediately receive step by step 
guidance to their email.

Á Isolate and exclude ill persons from school
Á Determine if reported person has laboratory-confirmed COVID-19
Á Determine infectious timeframe for the person with COVID-19
Á Contact tracing, exclusion, and notification guidance

MCDPH will concurrently investigate your report & notify you of our 
findings.
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Available Tools
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Physical Distancing

Vaccination

Quarantine and Isolation

Voluntary Face Masks

Testing



Testing opportunities

ÅPooled testing ςADHS/Concentric

ïFAQ:https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#k-12-testing-faqs

ïMore information:healthyschools@azdhs.gov

ÅBinaxNOW Self-test ςADHS/MCDPH

ïWill be available to all schools in MCDPH

ïPlanning logistics for ordering and distributing

ïResource Request Form, distribution like PPE requests
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https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#k-12-testing-faqs
mailto:healthyschools@azdhs.gov


BinaxNOW Self-test Program
ÅMarketed as a 2-test series taken at least 36 hours apart.For the K-12 Self-Test 

initiative we recommend using single tests to inform next steps
ÅThese tests are recommended in the following situations:
ïSymptomatic staff or student presents at school, recommended to leave school and 

isolate until determined to be COVID-19 or other illness.Send individual home with a 
test and have perform at home.Report results to school health worker for next steps

ïSymptomatic staff or student calls in ill from home, recommended to stay home and 
isolate until determined to be COVID-19 or other illness.Have non-ill person collect and 
deliver a test and have perform at home.Report results to school health worker for next 
steps

ïUnvaccinated individual is identified as a close contactof a confirmed case in the 
school setting.Individual is sent home to quarantine.Can be sent home or send a 
representative into the school to collect a test. After 5 days of quarantinethey can take 
the test
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OTC BinaxNOW COVID-19 Self-Test Kits

ÅMCDPH is receiving these new OTC BinaxNOW Self-testing kits soon

ÅNot for use as a screening tool

ÅMCDPH is developing instructions for schools to begin using these kits

ÅVery limited quantities initially

ÅResults within 15 minutes

ÅLimited availability on PPE.Maricopa.Gov

ÅPlease coordinate orders thru your district

ÅNo CLIA Waiver required for use


